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Magic Spectacles Made a Mans Heart

Hard But Finally Led to a Great
Joyous Christmas
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j HERE was a boy named My-

ron Holmes who with his
sister Bessie lived with a
guardian who was a very

hardhearted cruel and mean man
His name was George W Granltt Be-

fore he was made the guardian of these
children he had been a kindly well
disposed man but suddenly he was
transformed into one of the most vin-
dictive unfeeling creatures that I have
ever seen The awful change had been
caused by a pair of magic spectacles
which came into his possession Look
ing once through these spectacles
caused one to become hard cruel and
mean wearing them constantly or fre-
quently made the heart grow callous to
all suffering full of hate and envy and
made the wearer take a delight in giv-
ing pain to everybody Mr Granitt
wore the spectacles until he was the
meanest man in the world He was
constantly considering how he could

himself of the two children for he
hated them more than he did anything
In all the world

Every day he pondered over the prob
lem but he was afraid of the police
and wished to destroy them in some
way that would be safe and easy The
children were so kindly and loving thatIt angered him to see them feed stray
cats or dogs or throw crumbs to the

almost frozen birds or
bring them to the fireside to warm
them and he would kick out the poor
cats or dogs into the cold or wring
the necks of the birds and throw their
bodies out upon the snow smiling a
smile of fiendish delight as did so
Many a tear had Bessie shed as she
watched him commit some act of cruelty but she never suspected the aw
ful purpose of her guardians wicked
heart so when one day he told her to
look through the magic spectacles sheobeyed him without hesitation Shewas not conscious of any change butinstantly her heart hardened and she
lost all her tenderness and pity forhelpless animals and felt at once a
cruel delight in seeing her guardian
kick the dog Her pretty blue eyes lostat once their soft kindly light and her
mouth took a sharp hard curve Her
brother Myron was amazed to see her
when he came home throw scalding
hot water upon the cat and he staredat her as if she had been transformed
Her guardian smiled grimly for he waspleased Then he took Myron outa ride In his automobile and when theywere far up the riverside road he tossedthe boy out suddenly and without
waiting to see what became of him he
dashed away in the darkness

Fell Into Wishville
Myron fell not as the wicked guar

dian had expected into the roaring
river to be drowned at once but bygreat luck upon a raft of logs
floating along near shore They drift
ed with him without touching
the river bank and before morning hewas many miles away from home so
that when the sun rose he was in a
strange land Strange birds stood up-
on the shore strange animals stared athim from the forest and strange trees
and flowers grew along the banks Athome the snow lay deep on the ground
but here all was as fresh and green as
in June and the air was warm andperfumed with flower scents Nutsand fruits grew and beautiful butter-
flies flitted in the air The raft coming
close to shore Myron sprang on landand walked along the riverside for a
distance None of the animals seemedto fear him at all and even the birdssat Undisturbed on their nests when hepassed He ate some fruit and drankfrom a spring white rocks andstrolled farther on until he came to acliff that shut off all passage along theriver Here he paused and was aboutto turn back when a large snowy owl
flew up and settling down on a treetrunk spoke to him-

I suppose said the owl blinkingthat you are one of those theycall boys What are you doing herepray-
I fear that I am lost replied Myron
Nothing is lost here You are only
of place If you wish to leave takethe tissue paper route to WishvllleWhat is that asked the boy

The owl pointed with its claw at thewall of rock and Myron saw there agreat circular sheet of tissue paperspread against the exactly like one of those paper hoopsthrough which the bareback ridersjump The owl added
Vho dares to break through thispaper falls Into Wishvllle at once
Dont it hurt asked Myron
I dont know said bird Nevertried it Ive always been satisfied herebut as no one has ever come back bythis route I Imagine they were eitherkilled or else too pleased to return
Sure it lands you fn Wishvilleasked Myron dubiously What sort ofa place Is It
Cant tell you anything about itEverybody must for himselfYou cannot stay here anyhow so you

might as well try it at once
Myron reflected but an Instant andthen threw himself against the tissuepaper He fell through at once and tohis surprise great rocky wall wasonly about a foot so he landedwithout injury on the other side finding in a great garden filled withstatutes and fountains where many
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boys and girls were playing It did not
take him many to discoverthat this was Wishville where one haseverything in the of pleasure thatone desires simply by thinking of itIf you want a barrel of candy there It
Is before you if you wish to sail In a
boat a lake thferes the boat andthe lake at once if you wish to see amenagerie or a dog fight or anything
else you have It as soon as the wish is
formed In fact there is nothingcan think of in the way of pleasure orpastime that you cannot instantly pos-
sess except In one respect you can
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however that some fairy had merely
arranged all this to happen for the
looking glass was the sole cause of his
sisters rescue He had not proceeded
more than a few furlongs before he

an automobile approaching in the
distance and hurrying to meet it he
soon recognized his guardian seated-
in it

Have you any knowledge of
sisters whereabouts asked Mr Gran
itt after Myron had told his story

Is in the Hindernisson forestrepliey Myron wherever that it
I know where the forest begins

said his guardian but its an lm

your
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THERE SAT BESSIE LIKE A QUEEN ON HER THRONE
J M MMMM M>

not wprk nor can you study in Wish
ville nor can you wish for and possess
anything connected with the outside
world Nobody there can wish for his
friends or relatives to be with him to

it all for each one has to break-
through the tissue paper shield for
himself Myron plunged into all jthe
delights of this wonderful place
had never had much fun in his short
did not sample From morning until
late at night he pursued
eagerly and tasted every bliss arid it
is no wbnQer that for a time he forgot
all about his sister and guardian

Think of having every kind of toy
every game thing to eat
without stint duties and no one to

fscold even if you stayed up all night
and you will perceive that one wouldscarcely have time to think of
atives and friends outside So Myron

novel sensations and thought of
but some new pleasure until he had

tried over and over again every form
of enjoyment and became thoroughly
sick and tired of playing andeating Then he to want some
thing to do for he had begun to learnthat pleasure alone never satisfies any
one It is only because we have some
work to do that play seems so enticing
and all play all work makes a dullboy But he soon discovered that thereis no work In Wishville no occupation
for the mind tired of pleasure and thateverybody after a few weeks just sat
around listless and tired wishing for

withand not getting it yawning andstretching from daylight until dark Hefinally decided to try to return to theland where he had met the solemn owland at once started to find the placethrough which he had fallen
took several days of diligent

search which restored his good temper as It was really work and hardwork too He was a long way fromthe place of course as he had wan
dered far Into the garden of delight
and there so many paths that hewas often confused but he persisted
until at last one evening he suddenly
came to the wall all grown over withclimbing vines flowers so thatwas scarcely to be recognized butthere sat the owl on a tree blinking

looking as wise as owls
do

Well said Myron Im back again
at once please

Thats not as easy as you may im-
agine replied the owl There are
conditions

What are they Myron asked
Answered the Owls Question-
No one can leave here unless he cananswer a question which I ask If hecan do so out he goes at once and be

side that if he can ask me a question
which I cannot answer he can have two
wishes granted to him as a partinggift

Myron pondered for a moment then
he said

Go ahead and ask your question
Probably I cant answer It but Illtrv

The owl looked more solemn thanever for a minute and thensald
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has no hair no wool

plates nor yet skin
Gee but thats a hard one cried

Myron

Ijr gjve you plenty to
so fret

i lfilve gotjBtkJtl he porcupine
The owl almost fell oft

Yes he said thats it and you are
a very smart boy Now you maygo
home as soon as you want to

But you said if I asked you a

bird
tell nte why as donkey rieverl

even a little narrow stream
without making an 1 V

do cried the
great distress

Always said Myron He seems
to dread crossing a stream

Thats very strange said the owl-
I never heard of it before I am sure

I never could tell you the reason for
such a remarkable action

Then Ill get a wish cried Myron
in great glee

I shall certainly keep my promise
but Id like to know why the donkey
acts so queerly-

I cant tell you said Myron butI want you to grant me this wish Iwant you to make my guardian good
kind man and give my sister her former tender disposition

His Sister in Danger
You really have t o wishes in one

there said the bird but Ill overlook
that as you dont wish anything for
yourself as a selfish boy would have
done Your wish shall be granted and
even now your guardian has to
change for only last week he foundthat his legs were turning into stone
and it frightened him so that he did
the only thing possible to prevent his
whole body petrifying slowly

What did he do inquired Myron
He reversed the magic spectacles

and that makes them act directly op
posits to their former manner
causes those who look through themto become kindly and generous Thecure at once and the first thing
he did was to start off to seek for your
sister and yourself

Is my sister lost too cried Myron
Yes She Is lost in the Hindernlsson forest a dark gloomy woodland

where wolves bears and other ravenous
beasts roam and where damp noisome
toadstools are the only growing things
where giant bats and hideous snakes
make the night dreadful and where no
one can live except witches andtins There she sits on a rock all daylong yet the wild animals never attack her for she has a wonderful anduncanny power Whatever she looksat turns into stone Instantly and thus
she has surrounded herself with ah
enormous circle of stone animals and
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If you go there when the moon isfull and the Christmas-
it will condition you
find on border of the lojest a siriallrplant growing in
Moon and it Bears tiny berries i
of color of which you
gather a quantity and by some trick
b you must rub berries on

i herfeyes She will be instantly cured
beware that She not
or be turned into stone

shall I keep her from seeing
v jrie asked Myron

Ah I could tell you but alasI dont know how I cant think ofany way at all

wisdom as you
have less of the real thing than any
body Ive ever met

I got my reputation by looking wise
5 men the world owlH T T 11

T me credit for Id not be an owl IdBe a bureau of Information
Well said Myron where Igo to my guardian me

thatThats easy Jump as beforethrough the paper and on the otherside after you have walked along afew miles by the river you
to a wide road where you will waithe comes along in an automobile

Thank you said Myron and letme beg your pardon for hinting thatyou didnt know much for after allyou are the very wisest bird I haveseen
Thank you said the owl smiling

I forgive you I only wish I could
tell you just Sow to manage to
vent your sister seeing you

Mill find some way if my guardian
doesnt kno5V how said
theft he sprang quickly through thetissue paper separated
den of from the outside
world VAs before he found himself in atwinkling across the barrier of rock

once the smiling riv-er He saw a that
sure he had not seen and he
walked along It as the

him hoping to
guardian at any moment When hehad gone perhaps a mile he suddenly
spied a figure in the shade of the

one side of the road and drawing
nearer he saw that It was a beautifulwater sprite sitting at the edge ofa fountain and so absorbed in con
templating her own reflection ill thethat she did not see the

boy
In her hand she held a mirror whichprobably was not large enough to satIsfy her desires for after a quick

at its gleaming surface sheto the waters velvet surfaceagain Myron stepped softly over thegrass and was almost at her side henshe looked around and with a start
led shriek she darted into the forest
shades dropping the mirror at his
feet He picked It up and just likea boy without reflecting that perhaps
the water could not obtain an
other mirror easily he put his
pocket and walked on I think
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Wonders of a Forest Sf Petrified Animals

v and the Very Place Where Every
Wish is Instantly Gratified

n

inen e vandfwe will have dif
must proceed rveEg carefully to avoid
spa r enough to itinolIdQi lj want to take thechanceg now ground too will

with snow there and that
will make the very difficult

Lets oft once and lose no
time then cried Myron We can
devise some plan guess as we go
along

Found Bessiein the Forest
started off at once andalong the road with lightning speed Mlle after mile was covered until they emerged from the fairand sunny which theyhad been traveling for days wherefruits and grew all along theroadside and came to a forestof pities and hemlocks where snowwas visible In the gullies and all theleaves and grasses were faded andbrown

Night was coming on and Myron advised a big tire so that thewild beasts of the forest would beafraid and them He felt in hispocket good luck found some
matches so it was not long beforethey had a royal bonfire in the darkness It undoubtedly kept away thebears wolves for they saw noneat all although they heard them lotsof howling and growling far offin the wood Myron fell asleepby the fire but woke up suddenly whiledreaming that the water sprite was
begging for her mirror He felt In hiscoat pocket to see if it was still thereand then he resolves to leave it at thefountain when tHey went back again
When morning came he saw many
tracks in the deep snow of animalsthat had been rqaming around and thethought of that had been
turned to stone by his sisters glances
coming to JiijcRj he exclaimed

these tracks and see
if some of them will not lead to theplace where Bessie is hiding The owl
said animals were constantly going to
look at and perhaps we may hap

of them who are seek
A very good idea said his guar

dian So off they went the deep footprints in the snow of some great bearor wolf showing as plainly as a path
the course to follow Myron was some-
what afraid that at moment
might happen to overtake the animal
and was ready to run with all hismight but as the day wore on he felt
more confident and so in the afternoon-
he had almost forgotten to think about
the possibility of seeing the creature
they were following Therefore when
only a few yards in front plowing
through the deep snOw he was so
startled that he sank down on his

halt throw its head up and sniff the
airWith his heart in his mouth Myron
crept around so that he could see the
bears eyes aria sure enough he had
been turned into stone Crawling soft
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ly and very slowly behind the bear
in order to be concealed by his great
body Myron saw a sight beyond that
amazed him There sat Besele in the
midst of a great circle of stone ani-
mals like a queen on her throne and-

s with cold glassy eyes staring at the
v senseless creatures

It was about 10 oclock at night that
they found the moon creepers

of them growing at the edge of
the forest and they gathered enough
you may be sure to cure a dozen Bes-
sie Then they built another fire and
slept beside it The sun rose in a
clear sky and they soon started to
rescue the unfortunate girl Mr Gran
itt took half of the berries for he had
determined also to make the hazard
ous attempt to rub her eyes if Myron
failed so you may see how complete-
ly changed his nature had become
Glancing up as he wondered how he
could avoid Bessies baleful glances
Myron was dazzled by the bright sun-
shine and placing his hand in his
pocket to see if his berries were safe a
brilliant idea flashed into his mind an
idea so brlllant that It dazzled him
more than the sunshine itself and he
smiled happily for he had solved the

Merriest Christmas
This is how he baffled Bessie and

accomplished the feat of approaching
v her and rubbing the magic berries up

on her eyes Stealing up close to the
wide clearing in the middle of which
she sat he took the water sprites hand
mirror and holding it so that the
suns rays fell on it he cast the dazz
ling reflection straight into his sis-
ters eyes She winked and blinked
turned her head this way and that to
avoid the glare but she never sus
pected from where it came and as he
stole slowly up to her keeping her com
pletely blinded all the time she at
last covered her face with her hands
Then he stood at her side for the deep
snow had made his approach noise
less and with a quick jump he sprang
behind her seized her head and before
she could turn to see what had caught
her he hastily rubbed the moon ber-
ries all over her eyes and face until
she like an exploded jar of
raspberry jam She shrieked once and
then cried Oh Myron Where am
I What are you doing you naughty
boy for coming out of her terrible
condition she did not remember what
she had been nor know where she
was Myron laughed gleefully and
lifted her down from the rock Then
they told her all about her sad plight
and when she saw all of the stone ani-
mals she cried Oh how pitiful Cant
we restore them to life I cant bear to
think that Tve been so cruel

Just then the owl flew down and said
Sprinkle the berries upon them and

theyll all revive at once
So Bessie sprinkled them every one

i with the magic berries and in a few
minutes the forest was alive with joy
ful nimals from bears to moles

around in the snow and Bessie
was happier than she had ever been
When she learned that It was Christ-
mas day for the owl announced it at
once nothing would satisfy her but a
Christmas tree for all of the restored
animals but the owl soon showed her
that there were so many of them that
all the trees in the wood would be in-
sufficient Go home said he and
you will find a tree that will make you
jump for all the children in
have sent you things and theres
scarcely room in the house for one to
turn around In Hurry up now or it
will be afternoon before you get there

All the animals escorted them to the
road and there they howled a grand
farewell which made Bessie weep
When however and saw
all the things from Wish
ville she cried for joy and wanted to
go to that land of bliss at once but
Myron assured her it was far nicer to
have all these things at home and he
knew all about It That was the jolli-
est Christmas they had ever seen for
when they had grown tired with exam-
ining new toys they sat in the window
and threw moon berries upon the
pie who passed and every one who was
touched by a berry went immediately
anti bought lots of things for poor chil-
dren so that there never was heard so
much laughing and rejoicing In the
town before and to this day the people
refer to it as the merriest Christmas
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The Star Boarder
Phtladetohia Ledger

Talking about palmistry with the star
the day he re

marked The stenographer Is going outfor a drive evening with con
Stant

Show me the code I
It is all in the hands sold he Thering shows he is at the door and thein her hand indicate she will do thedrlvin
Easy money said L Is there anymore news IB sisht
Sure said he I can toll a mans occupatlon by the hand
Im from Joplin show me a diagramI retorted
Well can distinguish commer

t traveler by grip a carpenter by
his nails a pickpocket the touch anaa saloonkeeper by the joints

said L
fair he admitted but limitis where I tell time by the hands

Which hand I holding outboth cardholders
The clocks he answered and therewas a strike on the mantel
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